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PREFACE. 


THESE beautiful studies, generally known as Righini’s Solfeggi, reveal, through their 
melodic charm, the spirit of a classic period in which were born Mozart and Beethoven. 
When they are rightly practised, the voice of the student cannot fail to be built up by 
their use on the lines of the old Italian school of singing, and at the same time there 


will be acquired an experience of expression and phrasing so necessary to the musician. 


Originall furnished with a figured bass only, this work has been supplied with a 


pianoforte accompaniment suitable to the requirements of the present day. 


The old, but now obsolete, signs of the grace notes, turns, trills, and appoggiature 
have been discarded, all ornaments being written out in the modern manner, viz, as 
intended to be sung. This will be found of great assistance to the Professor, who 
formerly lost much valuable time in the explanation of these signs.  Carefully considered 
breath marks have been added, also indications of expression, and metronomic suggestions 


as to the time of the different movements. 


The student's attention is called to the importance of (1) Taking breath with the 
throat wide open, so as to acquire a respiration as much as possible inaudible and 
imperceptible. (2) Studying these exercises with the throat open and unconscious on 
the vowel a4, and occasionally on eZ, and also, when found necessary, to loosen the 
tongue by commencing each phrase with the consonant /asin/ak. (3) Starting exactly 
in the centre of the note and not “scooping up" to it. (4) Joining all the notes in the 
“legato” style with neither slip nor slur. (5) Not forcing the registers unnaturally 
upwards, and in the case of women's voices, not commencing the head notes later than 
d or e (6) To finish every phrase with some controlled breath to spare, instead of 
eking out the last notes in breathlessness, so that the tone is full and steady to the 
end. Finally, always endeavouring to sing in such a way that the voice expresses the 


emotion desired by the singer. 
WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE. 
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